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Date: 1/24/2020 
 
Workshop Title: Confronting & Combating Educational Practices that Negatively Impact the 
Educational & Emotional Experiences of African-American Girls in K-12 Schools: A Call to 
Action 
 
Presenter(s): Jendayi Mbalia, PhD 
 
Short description about presenter: 
 
Dr. Jendayi Mbalia graduated from UW-Milwaukee’s Urban Education PhD Program in 
December 2019. Her research focuses on the identity construction and literacy advancement of 
African-American girls in K-12 schools. After serving as a literacy tutor, literacy program 
coordinator, and Title 1 reading teacher for many years, she created a literacy program, Literacy 
4 Brown Girls (L4BG), which centers the experiences of African-American girls in course 
materials, pedagogy, and socio-emotional supports based on the identities and literacies of 
African-American girls. The program is open to all grade levels, though it currently serves 4th-
7th grade African-American girls.  
 
Summary or take-home message of the workshop: 
 

• In this workshop, Dr. Mbalia discussed the importance of recognizing the adverse impact 
of intersectionalities on school-age African-American girls.  

• Kimberle Crenshaw’s TED talk – The Urgency of Intersectionality was shown and 
discussed, highlighting the #sayhername movement and the lack of awareness around the 
level of police violence against African-American girls and women.  

• Violence against African-American boys and men is talked about, and violence against 
girls and women is talked about. Violence against African-American girls & women is 
not discussed. 

• Dr. Mbalia discussed how there is no lens for African-American girls in schools. They 
are not seen, heard or represented in the classroom, which is leading to disengagement 
and disproportionate punishments that are pushing them out of the classrooms.  

 
Strategies for Action: 
 

• We need to collectively bear witness to the stories of African-American girls and women 
that are experiencing police violence. 

• There needs to be representation for girls of color within their classrooms. When they do 
not see themselves in the stories they are reading, they are disengaging.  

• Schools need to be a location for healing. Black girls need to have more support to fight 
against policies and administration that reprimands them for being black (i.e. making 
their natural hair against the dress code and arresting 5-year-old black girls for tantrums). 

• We need to increase the presence of school counselors and decrease the presence of 
police in schools. 


