
what is disability?
When we speak of disability we 
are celebrating the brilliance and 
vitality of a vast community of 
peoples with non normative 
bodies and minds, whether a 
disability is visible or not. This 
includes though not limited to 
folks who identify as disabled, 
chronically ill, Deaf, mad, 
neurodivergent, and more.”

- Showing Up For Racial Justice 
Disability Justice Caucus



ABLEISM – WORKING and LIVING DEFINITION by TL, Dustin & Black Disabled community

A system that places value on people’s bodies and minds based on societally 
constructed ideas of normalcy, intelligence, excellence and productivity. 
These constructed ideas are deeply rooted in anti-Blackness, eugenics,
misogyny, colonialism and capitalism. 

This form of systemic oppression leads to people and society determining 
who is valuable or worthy based on a person’s appearance and/or their 
ability to satisfactorily 
[re]produce, excel and “behave.” 

You do not have to be disabled to experience ableism. 



What is disability justice?
Disability justice as a term and a movement building framework was invented 
in 2005 by Patty Berne, Leroy Moore, Mia Mingus, Eli Clare and Sebastian Margaret. They 
are disabled people who identify as Black, Asian, poor white, queer and trans activists. 

They were sick of the disability rights movement being white, straight and focused on a 
rights and “independent living” framework only and of Black, Indigenous and POC 
progressive movements “forgetting” disability.

Co-founder of Sins Invalid and DJ organizer Patty Berne says that disability justice “exists 
in the “cliffhangers” left behind by disability rights being a movement focused on legal/ civil 
right approach, single issue approach, and emphasizing white, male, straight/ cis 
leadership and visions of what disability issues are



Disability Justice Principles - Sins Invalid, Patty Berne

1. Intersectionality 

2. Leadership of the Most Impacted 

3. Anti-Capitalist Politic 

4. Commitment to Cross-Movement 

Organizing 

1. Recognizing Wholeness

2. Sustainability 

3. Commitment to Cross-Disability Solidarity 

4. Interdependence 

5. Collective Access 

6. Collective Liberation 



DISABILITY JUSTICE CENTERS  
the LIVES

and LEADERSHIP

of PEOPLE OF COLOR

of QUEER and GENDER NON-CONFORMING

People with Disabilities...

IT IS A MOVEMENT BUILDING FRAMEWORK

NOT AN ACADEMIC THEORY.

When people

invisibilize

the LEADERSHIP

of PEOPLE OF COLOR

of QUEER and GENDER NON-CONFORMING

People with Disabilities

IT IS NOT DISABILITY JUSTICE.”

- Patricia Berne, co-founder, Sins Invalid, writer, 

“Skin Tooth and Bone: The Basis of Our 

Movement is People, a DJ Primer.”


